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Kensington
February 2021

Major construction is continuing in Kensington at the site of the future 
western Metro Tunnel entrance. This update provides an outline of current 
and upcoming works in your area throughout February.

Construction snapshot
In February, works within the Kensington precinct 
will include:  

	— Egress building construction

	— Tunnel entrance construction

	— Signaling Equipment Room and Communications 
Equipment Room (SER/CER) construction

	— Cross passage construction

	— Rail corridor works

	— Public realm works

	— Ongoing survey and monitoring activities.

Further information on these works can be  
found overleaf or at metrotunnel.vic.gov.au.

When are we working?

 Normal construction hours
7am to 6pm, Monday to Friday 
7am to 1pm, Saturdays.

24 hours
24-hour works are sometimes 
required during peak construction 
activities. The timing of these  
works is outlined in the construction  
information overleaf.

Out of hours
Some works are required to take 
place out of normal construction 
hours. The timing of these works 
is outlined in the construction 
information overleaf.

Health and safety
Works on the Metro Tunnel Project are 
progressing with strict COVIDsafe plans in place.

The health and safety of our workforce and 
community remains our top priority.

For more information and advice about the 
coronavirus (COVID-19), please visit coronavirus. 
vic.gov.au.



Works in your area
Tunnel entrance construction
Childers Street
Ongoing until April 2021

24-hours from 7am Monday to 7pm Saturday �

	— 24-hour works will continue to construct the western 
tunnel entrance. It is expected that overnight tunnel 
entrance construction works will be completed by 
mid-March. Updates to nearby residents will be 
provided closer to the completion date 

	— Upcoming works include constructing the drainage 
system and internal walls underneath the tunnel 
entrance roof slab 

	— Using an excavator and crane to remove and lift 
materials and concrete panels into the tunnel 
entrance, installing drainage pipes and pits, installing 
waterproofing material, installing fencing, placing steel  
reinforcement and timber formwork, and pouring concrete 

	— Dewatering pumps will be required to remove and 
recharge water at times when there are no works 
occurring 

	— Seven small concrete pours are planned for the tunnel 
entrance in February

	— Where possible we will look to undertake these pours 
during normal construction hours, however due to the 
critical nature of these works, some may be required to 
take place out of hours  

	— Upcoming concrete pours are located within the 
decline structure and under the roof slab and will 
require a pump located within the decline structure. 
The tunnel entrance walls and roof will provide a form 
of noise attenuation for these activities 

	— The turnaround area adjacent to South Kensington 
station will not be used after 6pm for tunnel entrance 
construction 

	— There will be periods of concrete breakback using a 
jackhammer and saw cutter (7am to 6pm only) 

	— Tunnel entrance construction works are expected to 
generate low levels of noise after 6pm 

	— Lighting towers will be minimised through the use 
of wired lighting and green powered generators. 
Generators will be surrounded by noise blankets to 
reduce noise emissions.

Egress building construction
Childers Street
Ongoing until mid-2021 �

	— Installing waterproofing membrane, formwork and 
reinforcement using a crane and hand tools

	— Pouring concrete to create the above-ground and 
internal walls of the structure. Major concrete pours are 
expected to take up to 12 hours to complete. Further 
advice will be provided to nearby properties in advance  
of each extended pour

	— Removing formwork using a crane and hand tools

	— Demolishing a temporary capping beam and breaking 
through the western wall of the egress building (below 
ground) to connect the tunnels to the tunnel entrance, 
using saw cutters and jackhammers. These works are 
scheduled to occur during March and will generate 
periods of medium to loud noise. Further notification  
 

will be provided to nearby properties in advance of 
works occurring

	— Some oversized deliveries may occur at night, subject 
to permit conditions

	— Utility investigation works will be undertaken in Childers 
Street, between Ormond and Tennyson streets, and 
Tennyson Street, between Childers and Altona streets to 
assist with planning for the egress building’s future utility 
connections. This involves scanning, cutting through 
the road and footpath surface, using non-destructive 
digging trucks to locate underground surfaces and then 
reinstating the road and footpath surface. These works 
may include intermittent impacts to traffic, footpaths and  
on-street parking adjacent to the work area. See the ‘traffic  
and transport impacts’ section for further information. 

Cross passage construction
From the Arden Station site to Kensington
Ongoing until late March 2021�

	— Installing waterproofing membrane and lining the cross  
passage tunnels using steel reinforcement and concrete

	— Each cross passage is expected to take approximately 
six months to construct. Works will occur concurrently 
at different cross passage sites

	— All works will be completed from within the completed 
section of tunnels and are not expected to be audible 
at surface level

	— Further information about cross passages can be 
found at metrotunnel.vic.gov.au.  

Signalling Equipment Room and Communications 
Equipment Room (SER/CER) works
Hobsons Road and Childers Street
Ongoing until mid-2021  �

	— Installing the steel platform and architectural screens 
for the SER/CER buildings

	— Three overnight deliveries of the SER/CER buildings on 
oversized trucks are expected between 17 to 19 February  
and early March. The buildings will be delivered in 
modules and lifted by crane onto the steel platform

	— A temporary closure of the Hobsons Road car park will 
be required to deliver the SER/CER buildings

	— Constructing a new access driveway into the SER/CER 
and removing the existing driveway on Kensington 
Road. This will involve concreting new roadside curbs 
and footpaths along Kensington Road and Hobsons Road

	— Undertaking minor excavation works and installing 
new drainage

	— Removing one tree on Hobsons Road to construct the 
new access driveway

	— Tree removal will occur in late-February 2021. Every 
effort has been made to minimise tree removal with 
only trees affected by current works to be removed. 
All relevant planning permits and approvals will be 
obtained prior to tree removals

	— Further information about these works can be found  
at metrotunnel.vic.gov.au as it becomes available

	— Traffic controllers will be in place to assist with traffic 
and pedestrian movements on Kensington Road and 
Hobsons Road. Minor pedestrian detours will be in 
place while footpath and curb works occur. 

Public realm works 
Childers Street
Early February until late-2021 �

	— From early February, works will commence to reinstate  
the central and west sections of Childers Street 

	— This includes earthworks to widen the existing rail 
embankment between the tunnel entrance and 
Kensington Road rail bridge, using an excavator and 
compaction roller machine

	— Installing drainage pipes and pits along Childers Street

	— Constructing new footpaths, curbs, landscaping and 
parking bays, using excavators and concrete trucks

	— Constructing a small retaining wall on the corner of 
Childers Street and Kensington Road. This involves 
removing pre-existing steel foundations and installing 
new concrete foundations, earthworks and concreting works

	— These works will generate low to medium levels of noise, 
and low levels of vibration during compacting works. 

Rail corridor works   
Within the rail corridor, between North Melbourne 
station and Maribyrnong River   
12am to 4am, Monday 8 February to Friday 12 February

12am to 4am, Tuesday 16 February to Friday 19 February 

12am, Friday 19 February to 4am, Monday 22 February�

	— Works will take place along the rail corridor between 
North Melbourne and Footscray prior to a major rail 
shutdown in late February (see below for further 
information) 

	— Works will involve the use of two excavators, specialised  
rail trucks and hand tools to excavate trenches, installing  
new signalling cables and casings (cable containment 
routes), coring (drilling holes) into existing concrete pits,  
and preparation works for the upcoming rail shutdown

	— Deliveries of construction materials including concrete 
pits, pipes and other minor materials

	— Inspecting, removing, and replacing survey equipment 
using power-operated hand tools  

	— These works are expected to generate periods of low 
to medium levels of noise at times when works are 
occurring close to households

	— As these works are occurring along the Sunbury Line,  
it is not expected that works will take place every night 
in Kensington. 

Major rail corridor works    
Within the rail corridor, between North Melbourne 
station and the Maribyrnong River   
6pm, Friday 26 February to 4am, Monday 8 March

Ongoing until late-2020 �

	— A rail shutdown will take place to replace existing rail  
tracks with new tracks which will allow trains to continue  
operating along the existing Sunbury line, while 
ongoing works occur at the western tunnel entrance

	— Commencing in February, deliveries of crushed rock 
will arrive at the Hobsons Road site during normal 
construction hours

	— Further information about rail corridor works will be 
provided in a separate notification in early February.

Rail corridor maintenance works    
Within the rail corridor, between South Kensington 
station and Maribyrnong River
12am to 4am, weeknights as required 
Ongoing until mid-2021 �

	— Occasional overnight track maintenance works may 
be required within the rail corridor to ensure trains can 
continue to operate safely on the network. This activity 
has been revised to continue to mid-2021 while work 
takes place adjacent to the rail corridor 

	— Works will involve inspecting equipment and readjusting  
sleepers, crushed rock and tracks with power-operated 
hand tools and if required, a small excavator 

	— An SMS reminder will be sent confirming when these 
works occur. If you would like to receive SMS updates, 
please contact 1800 105 105

	— Maintenance works may generate low to medium levels 
of noise.

Tunnel internal structure works
Kensington to North Melbourne
From February 2021 �

	— Works to construct the tunnel invert (floor) will 
commence in February

	— This involves pouring concrete within the tunnel in 
100-metre-long sections

	— Works will commence at the western tunnel entrance 
in Kensington and move progressively east.
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More information 
To find out more about the Metro Tunnel Project:

 metrotunnel.vic.gov.au

 �1800 105 105 (24 hours a day, 7 days a week)

Rail Projects Victoria 
PO Box 4509, Melbourne, VIC 3001

It should be noted that this information is current at the 
time of printing, however due to unforeseen circumstances, 
changes may occur. Please visit railprojects.vic.gov.au for  
the latest updates.
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Public realm works

Traffic and transport impacts
Egress building utility investigation works

	— Utility investigations will involve the short-term 
intermittent closure of Childers and Tennyson 
streets down to one lane in the areas shown 
on the map. Traffic will be maintained in both 
directions via a shuttle flow arrangement

	— Some on-street parking spaces on Childers 
Street may be temporarily impacted 

	— Sections of footpath adjacent to the works 
area may be temporarily closed, with local 
pedestrian diversions in place

	— Signage and traffic controllers will be in place 
to direct vehicles, cyclists and pedestrians 
around the work area

	— Over-height vehicle access to the Lloyd Street 
Business Estate will be maintained at all times. 

Childers Street closure extension 

	— The closure of Childers Street to public traffic 
and use of the Derby and Tennyson Street 
detour for over-height vehicles accessing 
the Lloyd Street Business Estate has been 
extended until mid-September 2021

	— Over-height vehicles accessing the Lloyd Street  
Business Estate and Childers and Tennyson 
street residents (south of the truncation) are 
required to detour via Kensington Road, Derby 
Street and Tennyson Street 

	— Please visit metrotunnel.vic.gov.au for further 
information. 

Hobsons Road car park closure 

	— A partial closure of the Hobsons Road car 
park is in place to safely undertake SER/CER 
construction 

	— Up to 25 car parking spaces will remain open  
for public use in February 

	— A short-term full closure is required to allow  
for the deliveries of the SER/CER buildings in 
late-February.

Construction material deliveries 

	— Throughout February and early March, there will 
be an increase in the amount of truck deliveries 
to the Hobsons Road site. Trucks will travel from 
Dynon Road, turning left into Hobsons Road to 
enter the site compound. 



Snap Print & Design West Melbourne
Snap West Melbourne is here as your one-stop-destination for all things print 
and design, providing a professional and personalised service from start to 
finish. 

From the initial brief to final delivery, our inhouse team of print and graphic design 
experts will cover every aspect of your job requirements with close attention to 
detail. The care and convenience of your local Snap Centre in West Melbourne 
ensures you get superior results on time, every time.

Contact us today to see how we can help with your next project.
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(03) 9322 1999 77 McClure Rd, Kensington VIC 3031wmelb@snap.com.au


